THE AGE OF REASON
that she was the sister of the Marquess of Atholl, the
most powerful nobleman in Scotland. Lovat then
compelled a priest to read the marriage service between
them, after which he cut the laces of his victim's stays
with his dirk, and forced her to bed; the marriage was
thereupon consummated in the presence of Lovat's
retainers, while the bagpipes played in the next room to
drown the screams of the victim.1 In the Forty-five he
sent his clan to the aid of Charles Edward with his son
at its head, while he himself remained at home. This
characteristic behaviour, however, did not save him,
and in due course Lovat was beheaded on Tower Hill.
The behaviour of Simon Fraser was in no way repre-
sentative of his fellow-countrymen. If Scotland, in his
person, furnished the century with one of its most
disreputable characters, it also supplied one of the noblest
in Flora MacDonald, and it was to her, rather than to
Lovat, that the vast majority of the Scottish people
approximated. When it is remembered that for months
Charles Edward was in hiding after his defeat at Culloden
with a price of .£30,000 on his head, and that many people
knew where he was, no further testimony to the Scottish
character is required, and the treachery of a Lovat or a
Murray of Broughton is seen but to be the exception that
proves the rule. Indeed, it is probably not going too far
to suggest that in no other part of the British Isles would
the fugitive Prince's secret have been so safe as among
the poor Highlanders to whom he entrusted himself.
If the early eighteenth century travelled little, there
was one place to which it did resort, and that was Bath.
Royalty had occasionally visited the town for more than
a hundred years; Anne of Denmark, Charles II, and
1 Jesse, J. H.: Memoirs of the Pretenders and Their Adherents, pp. 77-90.
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